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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A base station supporting multicast communication, 
the base station comprising: 

a control signal relay configured to transmit a common control signal to a plurality of 
mobile stations in a multicast group; and 

a response signal relay configured to 

receive a predetermined number of response signals to the common control 
signal from at l e ast one or more fe st mobile station stations in the multicast group, the 
predetermined number of response signals including a maximum of one response 
signal from each of the one or more mobile stations, 

receive a subsequent response signal to the common control signal from a 
second mobile station in the multicast group, the second mobile station not included 
in the one or more mobile stations, and the subsequent response signal received after 
the predetermined number of response signals, 

transfer only the predetermined number of response signals received from the 
at least one first mobil e station or more mobile stations to a controlle r without waiting 
to receive the subsequent response signal , and 

retain the subsequent response signal to the common control signal r e c e iv e d 
from th e s e cond mobile station in th e multicast group . 

Claim 2 (Original): The base station according to claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
number is one. 

Claim 3 (Canceled). 
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Claim 4 (Currently Amended): A radio network controller supporting multicast 
communication, wherein the radio network controller is configured to: 

receive a predetermined number of response signals to a common control signal from 
one or more mobile stations in a multicast group, the predetermined number of response 
signals including a maximum of one response signal from each of the one or mobile stations; 

receive a subsequent response signal to the common control signal from a second 
mobile station in the multicast group, the second mobile station not included in the one or 
more mobile stations, and the subsequent response signal received after the predetermined 
number of response signals; and 

the radio network controll e r p e rforms perform a predetermined processing on a only 
the p redetermined number of response signals without performing a predetermined 
processing on the subsequent response signal , th e pr e d e t e rmin e d numb e r of r e spons e signals 
b e ing transmitt e d from at l e ast one first mobile station and re s ponding to a control s ignal for 
a multica s t group; and 

the radio network controll e r p e rforms processing on only th e predet e rmined number 
of r e spons e signals, and a subs e qu e nt r e spons e signal is unprocessed by th e radio n e twork 
controller, th e subsequent r e spons e signal b e ing transmitt e d from a s e cond mobil e station . 

Claim 5 (Original): The radio network controller according to claim 4, wherein the 
predetermined number is one. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): A base station supporting multicast communication, 
the base station comprising: 
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a control signal relay configured to transmit a common control signal to a plurality of 
mobile stations in a multicast group; and 

a response signal relay configured to 

receive a predetermined number of response signals to the common control 
signal from at l e ast one or more fi rst mobile station stations in the multicast group, the 
predetermined number of response signals including a maximum of one response 
signal from each of the one or more mobile stations, 

receive a subsequent response signal to the common control signal from a 
second mobile station in the multicast group, the second mobile station not included 
in the one or more mobile stations, and the subsequent response signal received after 
the predetermined number of response signals, 

process only the predetermined number of response signals received from the 
at l e ast one S^st or more mobile station stations to a controller without waiting to 
receive the subsequent response signal , and 

unprocess the subsequent response signal to the common control signal 
r e c e iv e d from th e s e cond mobil e station in th e multicast group . 
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